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» Qui maechis non vultis, ut omni parte laborent, 
, » Urque illis multo ceornpie nee voluptas. Hor. 
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Mk. Fitz- ADAM, *~ 
Am, S the hiftory of my ‘life may be 


= of fome fervice to many. of your. 
MNP readers, I fhall relate it with all the. 
g° opennefs and fimplicity of truth. 
$ lf they give a.due attention to. the 
IS, miftakes and errors of my condud, , 
) they will pais over thofe of my ‘ftyle.. 
J I am no fcholar ; having had a pri- 
vate ‘education ander the eye of my mother. Inftead 
of converfing or playing with other boys, I went.a vifit-. 
ing with her; and while fhe and my tutor were at 
‘Cribbage, in which they paffed a confiderable part of the, 
day, I read fuch books as I found lying about her room ; 
the 
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‘the chief of which were the Atalantis, Ovid's Art of 
‘Love, novels, romances, mifcellaneous poems, and 
_ plays. From thefe ftudies I .contracted an early tafte 
for gallantry: and as nothing pleafed me fo much as 
the comedies of the jaft age, my thoughts were con- 
ftantly engroffed with the enviable fituation of the he- 
roes of thofe pieces. Your Dorimants and. your Hor- 
ners ftruck my imagination beyond the brighteft cha- 
racters in Pope’s Homer ; and though I liked the gal- 
Jantry of fighting ten years for a woman, yet I thought 
the Greeks might have found a readier way of making 
themfelves amends, by vifiting their friends at Troy, 
and taking revenge in kind. Such were the exploits to 
command my admiration, and fuch the examples which 
I looked up to: and having manifeft advantages of per- 
fon, 1 entertained moft extravagant conceits of my fu- 
‘ture triumphs. Yet even in the height of thofe extra- 
-vagancies, I had no hope of obtaining every favour that 
~ I follicited; much lefs fhould I have been perfuaded 
that fuch uncommon fuccefs could be produétive of any 
thing but confummate happinefs. The hiftory.of my lite 
will prove the contrary ; and I chuie to record it, with 
the view of fhewing what a fucceffion of trouble, dif- 
trefs and mifery arofe from the -very completion of my 


-defires, 


I ws precipitately fent to Oxford, on being difco- 
‘vered in an intrigue with a young girl, whom my tutor 
had lately married, and who had a prior attachment to 
Me. As my love for her was exceffive, this feparation 
was inexpreflibly painful; and I learned from. it, that 
paft joys were no confolation for prefent difappointment. 
_ I found the univerfity life fo little {uited to my tafte, 

that I foon prevailed upon my mother to let me come 
to London. Before I had been a week in town, I was 
intréduced ‘to a young woman; whom I took fo great a 
fancy to, that the very violence of my paffion made me 
efpair of fuccefs. I was however fo agreeably difap- 
“pointed, that I could fcarce conceal the tranfports of 
joy which poffeffion gave me: but this joy was more 
than ballanced, when at the end of:fome months, I was 
told of the condition into which this kind creature was 
‘brought by her compliance with my defires. My anx- 
dety upon this event, was too great to be reftrained ; and 
i : honour, 
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honour, which alone had ftopt the overflowings of my 

oy, prompted me to give a loofe to my concern. I 
bewailed with remorfe and tears the fhame and mifery 
of deluded innocence, and curfed myfelf as the author 
of fo much ruin and infamy. I {pared no expence to 
render her unhappy fituation as comfortable as it. could 
be made, and fhut myfelf up with her till the expected 
time of her delivery. That fatal hour infinitely increafed 
our mutual fhame, by giving birth to a little negro, 
which though it delivered me at once from the pangs 
of confcience, put me to an immoderate expence in 
bribes to the nurfes, to keep the fecret of my difgrace. 


Tuis unlucky adventure had almoft fpoiled me for 
a man of gallantry; but I foon loft all remembrance 
of ill-ufage in the innocent {miles and gentle’ fweet- 
nefs of a young lady, who gave me every matk of 
tender love and conftancy. Our mutual fondnefs made 
it impoffible for us to bear that feparation which dif- 
cretion required. As fhe gave up all her acquaintance 
for my fake, the foon found herfelf abandoned by them; 
fo that our conftant living together, which had hitherto. 
been choice, was now become an abfolute neceffity. 
This confinement, though it did not abate, but, if pof- 
fible, encreafed my tendernefs, had fo different an effe& 
upon her temper, as to caufe a total change in her be- 
haviour to me and all about her: fhe ftormed day and 
night like a fury,.and did every thing to drive me from 
her company: yet if ever I went from her upon the 
mot urgent bufinefs, fhe would throw herfelf into fits, 
and upbraid me with the moft bitter reproaches. On 
my being fent.for to attend my mother in her laft mo- 
ments, fhe threatened with horrid imprecations, that if 
I left her then, I fhould never fee her more. I had 
{carce broke from her menaces, when fhe flew from her 
lodgings in an agony of paflion, and has not been heard 
of fince. 


Soon after the death of my mother, a lady of quality 
who vifited her, and who had caft an envious eye upon 
her diamonds, which were not contemptible, took occa- 
fion to make fome advances towards me. Whenever we 
amet, her difcourfe always turned upon the ggeat merits of 
) | my 
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‘my mother, and the tafte which the fhewed in the choice 
and manner of wearing her: jewels: and this converfa- 
tion as conflantly ended in an affignation at her own houfe. 
Though I was at firft a little proud to find my pre- 
fents meet fo ready an acceptance, Iswas not exceed-> 
ingly flattered in the progrefs of this amour; efpecially 
when I came to pefceive that the ftrongeft recommen- 
dation I had to her favour was growing weaker every 
day. 1 found alfo that a declaration which I had made 
of not loving cards, did not-contribute to ftrengthen my 
intereft in that family. 


My next affair was with a lady who was really fond 
of me; and I thought myfelf then at the height of my 
'withes: for fhe managed fo difcreetly, that we had not 
the leaft interruption from her hufband at home; but 
her conduct abroad was a perpetual fcene of indif- 
cretion and tyranny. She obliged me to attend her every 
night to the opera, and never to ftir from her fide. She 
would carry me to the moft frequented plays, and keep 
me in a whifper during the moft interefting fcenes. Not 
fatisfied with this, fhe made me walk with her eternally 
in the park, the old-road, and Kenfington gardens; and 
to-compleat her triumph, fhe draged me, a miferable 
object ! about the ftreets of London, with the fame pity- 
le{s oftentation as the inhuman conqueror trailed the life- 
lefs carcafs of HeGor round the walls of Troy. To 
compleat my misfortunes, it happened that the beau 
monde eftablifhed a new mode of gallantry; and all 
knights amorous were required to make love after the 
new fafhion, and attend their fair on horfe-back. Un- 
luckily for me, my mother, not fufpecting that horfe- 
manfhip would ever become, here, a requifite in gallantry, 
had made it no part of my Englifh education: therefore 
being an abfolute novice, I procured the quieteft beaft 
that was to be got, and hoped I was properly mounted = 
but I foon found my miftake; for the dullnefs of the 
horfe tended to bring a -moft difgraceful fufpicion on the 
{pirit of the rider ; and I was.obliged at.all events to un- 
dertake a more mettlefome fteed. “The confequence was 
this: the moment. I joined my miftrefs, the drew out 

: her 
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her handkerchief, which fluttering in the wind, fo 
frightened my horfe, that he carried me diredtly into the 
ferpentine river. While I was taken up with- my own 
danger and difgrace, her horfe, which had ftarted at the 
fame time, ran a different way, and as fhe was no other- 
wife qualified for a rider, but by the confcioufnefs of be- 
ing a woman of fafhion, fhe was thrown againft a tree, 
and killed on the fpot. ‘The remembrance of her fond- 
nefs for me, though fo troublefome while living, was 
the caufe of great affliction to me after her death: and 
it was near a twelvemonth before I fettled my affections 
on a new object. This was a young widow, who 
though fhe did not give me the ‘fame occafion of com- 
plaint as the jaft, created me no lefs pain, by turning 
the tables upon me. Inftead of requiring my conftant 
attendance, fhe would complain that I haunted and dog- 
ed her; and would frequently fecrete herfelf, or run on 
purpofe into fufpicious company, purely to give me un- 
éafinefs. Though confefledly her favourite, I have fre- 
quently been denied admittance, when the moft worth- 
lefs pretenders have been let in : and when I have offer- 
ed her tickets for a concert which fhe liked, the has re- 
~ fufed them, and accepted a party to a dull play, with 
the moft defpicable of my rivals. When we have been 
at the fame table at cards, fhe has made it remarked by 
the whole affembly that her eyes and her difcourfe have 
been induftrioufly kept; from me : and fuch has been her 
cruelty, that when I have defired the honour of walking 
with her the next morning, fhe has anfwered, with a 
fignificant {neer, fhe was very forry the could not have 
my company, for fhe intendedto ride. With all this, 
who could imagine that I was the happy man? and yer, 
as I {pared no pains nor coft in the enquiry, I can ven- 
ture to pronounce that no other perfon whatever fhared 
her favours with me. Of all the tortures that can be de- 
vifed for the punifhment of poor lovers, there are none~ 
fo excruciating as this inequality of behaviour. 


Nor to trouble you with a farther detail of the plagues 
and difquietudes, the difcoveries, expences, fines and 
dangers which are incident to gallantry in general, I 
fhall only tell you that I at laft perceived there was no 
peace or comfort for the votaries of Venus but under 


the 
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the aufpices of. Hymen. ‘To overcome my inveterate 
prejudices againft the conjugal ftate, fo long defpifed, 
infulted and injured by me, was the great difficulty: 
but as the thorough detection of the vanity and folly of 
every degree of gallantry had by no means extinguifhed 
any unalterable love for the fex, I found upon mature 
reflection, that marriage was my only refource, and 


that I fhould run no great rifque in.exchanging the real 
for the imaginary pains of love. 


Havinc taken this refolution, I ftept into the ridotta, 
fixed my eyes upon a very engaging figure, and immedi- 
ately adveitifed for the young lady in blue and filver ; 
requiring only a certificate of her good humour. I went 
to the coffee-houfe, received a letter for A. B. and in 
the'{pace of a few months, from being a reftle{s, tyran- 
nized, tormented wretch, I found myfelf a hufband, 
a cuckold, and a happy man. I lived ten years in a ftate 
of perfect tranquility; and I can truly fay, that I once 
met with a woman, who, to the day of her death, be- 
haved to me with conftant attention and complacency. 


I am, 
S1R, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
T. Z. 
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